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On February 20, 2024, members of IFMA gathered at the

newly opened Armed Forces Brewery, located at 211 West

24th Street, Norfolk, VA in the Railroad District.The

brewery opened in the old O’Connor Brewing Company

facility, which closed in 2023. Prior to life as a brewery, the

building was used as a food warehouse. Now, with a new

paint job, a totally re-vamped tasting room, and a state-of-

the-art brewing facility, Armed Forces is making and

shipping beer across 15 states, with plans to continue to

expand in the future. IFMA was given a guided tour by Head

Brewer Dale Lazar, who provided a behind the scenes tour of

the facility, a history of the company, and answered

questions from members. The group was able to socialize

together afterwards on the raised mezzanine level at the

middle of the tasting room. 

Armed Forces Brewery Tour
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ARMED FORCES BREWERY TOUR CONTINUED
A R M E D  F O R C E S

B R E W I N G  C O M P A N Y  I S  A

M I L I T A R Y  T R I B U T E

C R A F T  B R E W I N G

C O M P A N Y  T H A T  P A Y S

H O M A G E  T O  O U R  G R E A T

A M E R I C A N  M I L I T A R Y -

B O T H  A C T I V E  D U T Y  A N D

V E T E R A N S .  T H E

B R E W I N G  C O M P A N Y

P L A N S  T O  M A S S  S C A L E

O V E R  T I M E  A N D  I S

A L R E A D Y  A P P R O V E D

F O R  D I S T R I B U T I O N  I N T O

M I L I T A R Y  E X C H A N G E

S T O R E S ,  W I N N - D I X I E ,

W A L M A R T  A N D  S A M ’ S

C L U B  S T O R E S .  A R M E D

F O R C E S  B R E W I N G

C O M P A N Y  P L A N S  T O

E M P L O Y  A T  L E A S T  7 0 %

O F  T H E I R  W O R K F O R C E

C O M P A N Y - W I D E  W I T H

A M E R I C A ’ S  O W N

M I L I T A R Y  V E T E R A N S .    



M A N A G E R ,  B U I L D I N G  M A I N T E N A N C E     
N O R F O L K  A I R P O R T  A U T H O R I T Y  

H o w  d i d  y o u  g e t  i n t o  y o u r  c u r r e n t  p o s i t i o n ?

M y  c a r e e r  a t  N o r f o l k  A i r p o r t  A u t h o r i t y  ( O R F )
b e g a n  i n  2 0 1 3  a s  a  m a i n t e n a n c e  m e c h a n i c .  M y
2 0  y e a r s  o f  p l u m b i n g  a n d  H V A C  b a c k g r o u n d
p r e p a r e d  m e  f o r  m y  j o u r n e y  h e r e  a t  O R F .

E a r n i n g  t h e  r a n k  o f  E a g l e  S c o u t  w h e n  I  w a s  1 8  h a s  h e l p e d  m e  a s  I  b e g a n
m y  m a n a g e r i a l  c a r e e r  a t  O R F  i n  2 0 1 8 .  I  w a s  p r o m o t e d  t o  A s s i s t a n t
M a n a g e r  o f  B u i l d i n g  M a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  i n  2 0 2 1  p r o m o t e d  t o  M a n a g e r ,
B u i l d i n g  M a i n t e n a n c e .  

H o w  h a s  I F M A  h e l p e d  y o u r  c a r e e r ?

I n  2 0 2 2  I  j o i n e d  I F M A ,  i n  t h e  s a m e  y e a r  I  b e c a m e  p a r t  o f  a  t a l e n t e d
g r o u p ,  I F M A  A i r p o r t  F a c i l i t i e s  C o u n c i l ,  t h e  g r o u p  a l l o w s  a i r p o r t
f a c i l i t i e s  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  t o  c o n n e c t  a n d  n e t w o r k  n a t i o n a l l y .  I F M A  A F C
h o s t s  a  y e a r l y  t h r e e - d a y  c o n f e r e n c e  a t  a  d i f f e r e n t  a i r p o r t  e a c h  y e a r
b e c a u s e  n o t h i n g  i s  t h e  s a m e  a t  e v e r y  a i r p o r t .  I F M A  A F C  h a s  c o n n e c t e d
m e  w i t h  a i r p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d  v e n d o r s .  

A n y  A d v i c e  f o r  n e w  m e m b e r s ?

I  s t i l l  c o n s i d e r  m y s e l f  a  n e w  m e m b e r .  I  h a v e  j u s t  b e g u n  t o  s c r a t c h  t h e
s u r f a c e  o f  a l l  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  I F M A  h a s  t o  o f f e r .  I n  o u r  f i e l d
n e t w o r k i n g  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  I F M A  c a n  p r o v i d e
b o t h .  A t  I F M A H R  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  m o n t h l y  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  t o u r s  i s  a  g r e a t
n e t w o r k i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  l e a r n i n g  t h e  b e h i n d  s c e n e s  o f  o u r  l o c a l
b u s i n e s s e s .   

W h a t  d o  y o u  d o  i n  y o u r  s p a r e  t i m e ?

M y  w i f e  a n d  I  l i k e  s p e n d i n g  t i m e  o u t d o o r s  w i t h  o u r  r e s c u e  d o g s ( O u r  K i d s ) .   
W e  h a v e  a  l a r g e  g a r d e n  w h e r e  w e  g r o w  y e a r - r o u n d  v e g g i e s ;  t h e  k i d s  l o v e
f r e s h  v e g g i e s .   W h e n  w e  a r e  n o t  g a r d e n i n g  o r  w o r k i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  h o u s e ,
y o u  c a n  f i n d  u s  r e l a x i n g  w i t h  o u r  c a m p e r  a t  a  c a m p g r o u n d
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Me m b e r  S p o t l i g h t  –  G e n e  B o n n e y



W e  a r e  t u r n i n g  t h e  c o r n e r ,  i t ’ s  s t a r t i n g  t o  l o o k  l i k e  S p r i n g ,  a n d  t h e

H a m p t o n  R o a d s  c h a p t e r  o f  I F M A  h a s  a  b u n c h  o f  f u n  e v e n t s  h e a d e d

y o u r  w a y .  E a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r  w e  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t o u r  t h e  n e w

A r m e d  F o r c e s  B r e w e r y  ( F e b r u a r y ) .  I n  M a r c h  w e  w i l l  m a k e  o u r  w a y

o v e r  t o  L i f e  N e t  i n  V i r g i n i a  B e a c h .  I n  A p r i l  w e  w i l l  v i s i t  t h e

C h e s a p e a k e  C o n f e r e n c e  C e n t e r  a n d  i n  M a y  w e  w i l l  h a v e  o u r  a n n u a l

g o l f  t o u r n a m e n t  b a c k  a t  S l e e p y  H o l e  i n  S u f f o l k .  W e  h a v e  p a r t n e r e d

w i t h  F r e e K i n d  a g a i n  t h i s  y e a r  f o r  c h a r i t a b l e  o u t r e a c h  a n d  w i l l  b e

r a i s i n g  m o n e y ,  o n c e  a g a i n ,  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  I F M A  S c h o l a r s h i p .  W e

h a v e  a  w h o l e  n e w  s l a t e  o f  s p o n s o r s h i p  l e v e l s  a n d  f e a t u r e s  f o r  t h e

g o l f  t o u r n a m e n t  t h i s  y e a r ,  a n d  w e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  h a v i n g  y o u  a l l

p a r t i c i p a t e .  W e  a r e  s t i l l  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  d e t a i l s  f o r  o u r  J u n e  e v e n t

a n d  i n  J u l y  w e  w i l l  m e e t  t o  p l a n  t h e  2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5  s e a s o n .  W e  w i l l  a l s o

b e  h o l d i n g  e l e c t i o n s  f o r  B o a r d  P o s i t i o n s  i n  J u n e ,  s o  i f  y o u  h a v e  a n y

i n t e r e s t  i n  g e t t i n g  m o r e  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h i s  w o n d e r f u l  c h a p t e r ,  w e

w o u l d  l o v e  t o  h a v e  y o u .

T h a n k  y o u  t o  o u r  w o n d e r f u l  s p o n s o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  M i l l i C a r e ,  W a r w i c k

M e c h a n i c a l  ( S t e p p i n g  u p  f r o m  S i l v e r  t o  G o l d )  a n d  o u r  n e w e s t  G o l d

s p o n s o r  C e r t a P r o  P a i n t e r s  o f  V i r g i n i a  P e n i n s u l a .  W h a t  a  g r e a t

t h i n g  t o  h a v e  t h e m  c o m e  a b o a r d  w i t h  s o l i d  s p o n s o r s h i p . T h a n k  y o u !

A t  t h e  S i l v e r  l e v e l  w e  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  H a r r i s o n s  b y  A p p l e  M o v i n g ,

a n d  a t  t h e  B r o n z e  l e v e l  w e  r e c e i v e  s u p p o r t  f r o m  C a u s e y

C o n t r a c t i n g ,  D u n b a r  S e c u r i t y ,  E C S  M i d - A t l a n t i c ,  I n d e p e n d e n t

S e r v i c e s  o f  V i r g i n i a  a n d  O n P o i n t  B u i l d i n g  S e r v i c e s .  W e  a p p r e c i a t e

t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  a l l  o f  o u r  m e m b e r s  t o  s e e k  o u t

t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  w h e n  y o u  h a v e  a  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  n e e d .

I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  a l l  o f  y o u  a t  o u r  u p c o m i n g  e v e n t s . A s

a l w a y s ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  a n y t h i n g  I  c a n  d o  t o  h e l p  y o u ,  p l e a s e  d o n ’ t

h e s i t a t e  t o  l e t  m e  k n o w .

S e e  y o u  s o o n !

M i c h a e l

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  C O R N E R
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W E ’ R E  N O T  J U S T  S E T T I N G  T H E

S T A N D A R D ,  W E ’ R E  R E D E F I N I N G  I T .

R E Q U E S T  A  S E R V I C E  T O D A Y !

( 7 5 7 )  7 1 7 - 1 0 5 7

Y O U R  C O M M E R C I A L
F L O O R  &  T E X T I L E  C A R E

 E X P E R T S  

R E V E A L  C L E A N E R  C A R P E T S  W I T H  M I L L I C A R E ’ S  S U B S T A I N A B L E  M E T H O D S .
S C H E D U L E  Y O U R  C L E A N I N G .  C O N T A C T  U S  T O D A Y !

G R E E N  C A R P E T  C A R E
U S I N G  L E S S  M E A N S  S A V I N G

 ~ M O R E ~
S I N C E  M I L L I C A R E  F I R S T  B E G A N

P R O V I D I N G  F L O O R  C A R E ,  W E ’ V E  B E E N
C O M M I T T E D  T O  D O I N G  O U R  P A R T  F O R

T H E  E N V I R O N M E N T .  T O D A Y ,  A S  O N E  O F
T H E  C O U N T R Y ’ S  L E A D I N G  C L E A N I N G

S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S ,  W E ’ R E  K E E P I N G
T H A T  P R O M I S E .  B Y  T A K I N G  A  D I F F E R E N T  

R O U T E  I N  T H E  S E R V I C E S  W E  O F F E R ,  W E ’ R E  A B L E  T O  G I V E  Y O U  A  B E T T E R  C A R P E T
C L E A N I N G  S O L U T I O N  T H A T  U S E S  9 9 . 5 %  L E S S  W A T E R  T H A N  O U R  C O M P E T I T O R S .

 
U N L I K E  H O T  W A T E R  E X T R A C T I O N  M E T H O D S  T H A T  U S E  3 1 9 %  M O R E  E N E R G Y ,

M I L L I C A R E ’ S  D R Y  C A R E  T E C H N O L O G Y  U S E S  A  W A T E R [ 1 ] A C T I V A T E D  D R Y  P O L Y M E R
T H A T  B O N D S  T O  D I R T  A N D  O T H E R  D E B R I S  I N  Y O U R  C A R P E T .  T H E  P O L Y M E R  G E T S

C A R R I E D  A W A Y  B Y  
V A C U U M ,  C U T T I N G  D O W N  O N  W A T E R  C O N S U M P T I O N  A N D  S A V I N G  M O N E Y  O N

E N E R G Y  C O S T S .  I N  F A C T ,  S O M E  M I L L I C A R E  C U S T O M E R S  H A V E  R E P O R T E D  S A V I N G  U P
T O  8 5 %  O N  T H E  A M O U N T  O F  E L E C T R I C I T Y  U S E D  D U R I N G  C A R P E T  C L E A N I N G .  Y O U R

C A R P E T S  W I L L  S T A Y  L O O K I N G  B E T T E R  F O R  L O N G E R ,  Y O U ’ L L  S A V E  M O N E Y ,  A N D  T H E
P L A N E T  W I L L  B E  H A P P Y .

 
R E V E A L  C L E A N E R  C A R P E T S  W I T H  M I L L I C A R E ’ S  S U S T A I N A B L E  M E T H O D S .

S C H E D U L E  Y O U R  C L E A N I N G  T O D A Y  B Y  C O N T A C T I N G  U S  T O D A Y !

I F  Y O U  W A L K  O N  I T  O R  S I T  A T  I T ,  M I L L I C A R E  C A N  C L E A N  I T .
H T T P S : / / W W W . M I L L I C A R E . C O M / E B C - C A R P E T - S E R V I C E S - R I C H M O N D /

C o n n e c t  w i t h  S h a n n a n  K u j a w s k i  a t  
s h a n n a n k @ e b c u s a . c o m  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  
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mailto:shannank@ebcusa.com


THANK YOU TO OURTHANK YOU TO OURTHANK YOU TO OUR   
2024 CHAPTER SPONSORS!2024 CHAPTER SPONSORS!2024 CHAPTER SPONSORS!

Please consider supporting the Hampton RoadsPlease consider supporting the Hampton RoadsPlease consider supporting the Hampton Roads
chapter with an annual sponsorship. Contact thechapter with an annual sponsorship. Contact thechapter with an annual sponsorship. Contact the
chapter today for details at chapter today for details at chapter today for details at ifmahr@gmail.comifmahr@gmail.comifmahr@gmail.com ...
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